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Faces (eres 
No. 42.] FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1820. 
*¢ Companions, frolicksome and gay, 
Laugh jocund on the downward way— 
Where smooth, and treacherous, and steep, 
It slides, impending, to the deep,” 
. Dwight. 


(Concluded from page 126.) 


THE truth of the sentiment expressed by Cowper; 
that “ nothing should be treated more tenderly than the 
vanity of a young man,’’ was fully illustrated in Horatio.— 
The consciousness that he was unrestrained in the use of 
money, united with the notions of gentility which he had im- 
bibed, caused him to be more attentive to his personal 
appearance, than is consistent with the avocations of a student. 
The elegance of his dress, however, secured him admiration. 
Captivated by applause which carried with it unequivocal 
tokens of respect for his principles and talents, he began to 
favour those who could not dove what they respected. His gen- 
erosity of disposition opened his purse, and furnished them 
occasionally with such indulgences, as made them more loud 
in his praise. In these he would himself participate ; and if 
he felt any compunctions, would quiet his conscience by the 
reflection that he had been taught too rigid sentiments of vir- 
tue,—that such noble-minded youth could not with propriety, 
be termed vicious ; and that occasional aberrations. ought 
to be expected at the frolicksome season of youth. 

In these sentiments he soon became confirmed, and con- 
cluded that although his new associates were, perhaps, not 
precisely as moral and industrious as they should be, yet up- 
on the whole, there were none who were more sincerely his 
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friends,—there certainly were none who professed so much 
regard for him; and as for their appearance, it was more 
consistent with the real gentleman than was that of those 
with whom he had before associated. He now began to dis- 
like that staid appearance, which characterized those whose 
circumstances made it necessary for them to be as economical 
as possible, and whose sole aim was a conscientious dis- 
charge of all their duties. Persons of this description re- 
ceived from his new companions, the distinctive appellation 
of “ Blueskins,” and were represented as leagued together for 
the purpose of giving voluntary information against their 
fellow students, and accustomed to paint their characters in all 
the deformity of vice. Though he believed not in any such 
system of information, and had previously been acquainted 
with some thus stigmatized, of whose correct principles, and 
unwavering integrity, he entertained not a doubt; yet deter- 
mined to avoid an epithet of derision, which he heard applied 
to any one whose regularity of deportment conveyed a silent 
but powerful reproof to the remiss and disorderly, he began 
to relinquish his habits of scrupulous adherence to collegiate 
Pules. It became very difficult for him to hear the bell which 
summoned the students to morning prayers. He was frequent- 
ly interrupted by friends, who called just at the season to pre- 
vent his attendance at recitations. ‘“‘ Kind headache,” too, 
often cancelled an absence by prompting the ready answer of 
unwell, 

The reader must not suppose from this difference in his 
habits that he would falsify for the sake of escaping censure. 
Such a foul imputation upon his honour, he would have 
spurned with honest indignation. It was only necessary that 
he should feel perfectly indifferent as to punctuality in attend- 
ance on collegiate cxercises, and the end was easily secured 
Without any violation of the truth. It is the pleasure which is 
taken in the habit of punctuality that gives acuteness to the 
@uditory nerves of an exemplary student, and makes him say 
to sleep, and to all persons who approach him at unseason- 
able hours “ Procul O, procul est profani.” But the excuses 
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of Horatio deserve credit for other reasons. If convivial 
meetings intruded on the proper season of rest, nature would 
of course claim repose inthe morning. As his new associates, 
too, loved company better than books or recitations, and had 
a wonderful spirit of mutual accommodation, it might be ex- 
pected that they would sometimes make a friendly call just at 
the time when their presence elsewhere was required by law. 
Neither is it surprising that occasional excesses, especially in 
one to whom they were comparatively new, should have been 
followed by the headache and other “ ills that flesh is heir to.” 

Horatio regularly maintained a correspondence with his 
family. His letters heretofore, had been highly gratifying to 
his parents. ‘The judicious reflections which they contained, 
furnished to their minds abundant evidence that he was 
making a proper improvement of the advantages which he 
possessed ; and the purposes which he avowed, they regarded 
as a pledge that such would continue to be the fact. Their 
aged sire, too, would listen with delight at the perusal of these 
Jetters ; but was too well acquainted with human nature to be 
as sanguine as themselves, with respect to the ultimate result, 
** Poor boy !”” he was accustomed to say, “I wish he could 
know how I tremble at his exposure to temptation, and that 
my feeble voice could often whisper in his ear this single cau- 
tion; When the wicked entice thee consent thou not.”? Such a 
caution he had indeed often received at home, but the event 
proved that, abroad, where vice, under the garb of innocent ens 
joyment, presented her attractions, it was too easily forgotten. 

His father now observed that the letters-to himself were 
not only less frequent than formerly, but much shorter and 
very carelessly written; while his daughters received long 
epistles. These he claimed the privilege of perusing, and 
was pained at seeing them contain nothing but histories of 
* scrapes,”? (as they were termed,) little disturbances in 
which he had been concerned at college. This in his view 
augured unfavourably ; for although he had discovered a pro- 
pensity in the young gentlemen, who, from time to time, had 
been employed by him as private instructors in his family, to 
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relate such incidents by way of amusement, he always dis- 
couraged the practice, or took occasion fron it to make some 
remarks in disapprobation of the mischievous tricks in which 
the youth at public seminaries, are too apt to be engaged ; that 
Horatio might not imbibe a sentiment so pernicious as that 
they were pardonable in consideration of the age of those con- 
cerned. The fears of the anxious father were strengthened 
by the fact, that drafts for money were coming more and more 
frequent. So that although he had received no direct infor- 
mation of the irregularity of his son, he ventured to address to 
him a letter upon this presumption. 

That Horatio should have been wholly ummoved at sucha 
letter, is what no one, at all acquainted with his previous his- 
tory, could expect. It is incredible that the sentiment of 
filial piety, so deeply rooted in his bosom, could so soon have 
been eradicated. But though he was grieved at the circum- 
stance, and his conscience, if he had listened to its sugges- 
tions, could have told him that there was too much reason for 
reproof; it was rather the diminution of his father’s confi- 
dence than a conviction of his guilt, which was wounding to his 
feelings.’ He ascribed the whole to the malice of enemies, 
and harboured a strong resentment against certain individuals 
who were his real friends, and mourned his rapid declension ; 
but whom he erroneously accused, because they had been free 
in their admonitions to him, of communicating to his father 
false representations of his conduct. 

At the reproof which the letter contained, however, and the 
arguments which were used to dissuade him from vicious. in- 
dulgences, though urged with all the kindness of parental af- 
fection, he determined to affect surprise, as the best way of 
quieting the needless apprehensions of his father. Needless 
he deemed them, because his were some of the excusable follies 
of youth ; not because he yet, from the heart, despised all pa- 
rental counsels, or had become destitute of natural affection. 
Accordingly in his reply he expressed his obligations for the 
advice he had received, and hoped to profit by it, but could 
not conceive, he said, what had excited the suspicions of his 
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beloved parent. Conscious, as he was, of having sought so to 
act as to meet the approbation of his friends, he felt hurt by 
any suggestions to the contrary. As to the increase of his 
expences, which had awakened the suspicicn that he was in- 
clined to become extravagant, he acknowledged that it had 
been more rapid of Jate than he could have wished, but stated 
that his demands had been peculiar. The embarrassments of 
commerce had enhanced the price of every article—Trades- 
men, too, were accustomed to take advantage of the inexperi- 
ence of students,—and not a little of his prcperty had fallen 
into the hands of worthless fellows, who prowled about for 
booty. More than all, his constitution had been in a measure 
affected by his habits of application while he neglected exer- 
cise; and frequent riding had now become essential] to the 
preservation of his health. This had been a heavy tax on his 
purse, as he was forced for his convenience to purchase and 
maintaina herse. Other reasons were stated which it is unne- 
cessary here to specify. The whole he concluded with the 
information that he had lately been appointed a publici: 
speaker. 

Gratified by this last piece of intelligence, and regarding it 
as indubitable evidence that his son had not forfeited the re- 
putation, which he at first sustained, either in character or 
scholarship, the father was inclined to admit these apologies 
as sufficient, and reproached himself for having been too hasty 
in the expression of his fears. As some reparation, he made 
a large remittance to Horatio, and permitted him to assume 
the entire management of his affairs ; a favour which had been 
earnestly solicited on the ground that, as it was customary for 
his fellow students who were similarly situated to have this 
privilege after a temporary residence, to be denied it would 
affect him with dishonour. 

No sooner were his finances at his own disposal, than he 
forgot his late professions, and launched out at once into 
every species of extravagance. The sober and discreet re- 
linquished all hopes of seeing him again allured into the path 
of virtue; and even his gay and thoughtless companions shrunk 
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from occasional exhibitions of his riotous indulgence, little 
dreaming that it was their infltence primarily, which had ef- 
fected this transformation in his character. Like the scholar 
of Plato, who forsook philosophy for the enjoyments of the 
circus, and exchanged the only ambition worthy of an immor- 
tal mind, for that of becoming a charioteer, he might daily be 
seen at the hours which should have been appropriated to 
study, dashing through the streets in the stile of a nobleman, 
and with the skill of a cockney, an object alike of alarm and 
contempt to the more humble, but considerate pedestrian : 
** Yet as he pass’d the gazing throng, 
With graceful ease, and smack’d the thong, 


The idiot wonder they express’d 
Was praise and transport to his breast.” 


As the plea of ill-health could not now cover his neglect of 
collegiate exercises, and as no admonition nor expostulations 
could produce a reformation, it became obvious to the proper 
authority, that he could no longer be continued a member of 
the institution, consistently with its honour or its interest, but 
that be was only injuring himself, and by his example exerting 


a pernicious influence upon the minds of such giddy youth as 
are usually captivated by the glare of those pleasures in which 
he so profusely indulged. A letter was accordingly written 
to his father expressive of this opinion, and containing a re- 
quest that Horatio might be immediately recalled, as the only 
mode by which a public excision could be avoided. 

The effect of this letter upon the mind of the father, can be 
more easily imagined than described. It was the death-blow 
to hopes which he had fondly cherished, and upon which he 
had rested his expectations of enjoyment, when the loss of 
bodily activity should tell him of the approach of age, and it 
should become necessaryfor him to devolve his cares upon his 
son, and to rely upon him for support and comfort. The rest 
of the family shared in his disappointment. From the good old 
man whose instructions had contributed so much to form the 
early charaeter of Horatio, and who had watched his progress 
with deep anxiety, the intelligence was carefully concealed, 
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lest it should hasten the event, at which they were soon called 

renewedly to mourn. The “ grasshopper”? had become to 

him a “ burden,” and it was obvious that he was now going 

to “his long home.» As he sunk quietly into the sleep of 
death, the name of Horatio quivered on his lips while he at- 

tempted to pronounce his last blessing on the object of his 

anxious love. Ah! little did he know the two-fold anguish 

whice rent the bosoms of the fond parents, who were watching 
at his side, when they heard this word, the last that was utter- 

ed by their venerated sire. Ere the return of Horatio, the last 
sad offices of affection and respect had been performed, and 
his body committed to the silent tomb. 

* It would be interesting to trace the future progress of 
Horatio, but our narrative has already been protracted so far 
that we must draw it to aclose. Suffice it to say, therefore, 
that by his extravagance and dissipation, the estate, which fell 
into his hands at the death of his father, (an event which hap- 
pened within a few years after his return,) not being redeemed, 
was at length sold on a foreclosed mortgage, and its price but 
just covering the debt, he was deprived entirely of an inherit- 
ance which had continued in the family for several generations. 
The principal part of the money appropriated to the mainte- 
nance of his mother, and of the portions of his sisters he had 
already squandered. Unable to retrieve his fortune at home, 
and the very sight of those around him, conveying to him a 
reproach which he was unable to endure, he fled to a foreign 
clime, where he died the wretched victim of his inordinate and 
vicious indulgences. 


ADMONITOR. 


Messrs. Editors, 


THE following lines were written in a Southern State. But 
though local in their application, perhaps they may not be unio- 


wh nn nn, < ll A salpe elp AA HE 











156 


teresting to readers of the Microscope. They are, therefore, 
placed at your disposal. 
CAROLINIENSIS. 


THE MOCKING BIRD. 


WHEN Spring, in verdant robe, and crown’d with flowers, 
Qpes all her beauties to the rising sun, 
And the delighted tenants of the wood, 
Innumerable, tune their liveliest songs, 
Thou lead’st the choir,—thy voice itself a choir 
Of quivering melody and rapid sound. 

Perch’d on some thick casenas’ topmost spire, 
Or locust, cluster’d o’er with barren white, 
Close by my window, oft thy cheerful notes, 
Waking, I hear salute the earliest dawn. 
Oras the lengthened avenue I tread, 
(My morning walk,) along the winding fence, 
*Tangled with honeysuckles’ mazy vine, 
And with the golden jessamine perfum’d, 
Thy music, emulous of songsters round, 
Thou pour’st, too proud to yield. With strictest watch 
Through the whole day, thou guard’st thy fav’rite haunt 
From birds intruding. Ever and anon 
Gliding from bush to bush, amid thy flight, 
Thou warblest blithe : not of the timid race 
Who shun the sight of man, thou choosest oft, 
Near his abode, the garden, hedge, or grove. 

But more [| love thine artless midaight strain,— 
Of European Philomela’s lay 
Rival, when sweetly prodigal of song, 
Lonely thou sitt’st, and to the changing moon 
Thy no less various solo far resounds, 
And gives wild echo, music-loving maid, 
A feast exquisite in her deep retreat.— 
Me, no less fond, still may thy voice delight 
At early dawn, just wak’d, or on the walk ;— 
Still may it sooth bright noon’s relaxing heat, 
And cheer the solitary moonlight scene. 





